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1. The Ideas on Edge Invitation

Parramatta City Council is delighted to invite you to participate in an exciting 
new ideas competition ‘Ideas on Edge’.

Council is inviting everyone from students to the most talented and creative 
designers, planners and artists to submit visionary ideas for a new multi-use 
precinct for a 2Ha site located along our City’s river front.

A total prize pool of $70,000 is available in the categories of Design, Arts, 
Commendation and Student.

‘Ideas on Edge’ opens on 17 March 2011 and closes on 11 May 2011.

This competition brief provides important information about the competition. 
Please take the time to read through it before creating your submission.

For more information and updates on the competition go to 
www.parracity.nsw.gov.au/blogspace/ideas-on-edge.

1. To stimulate a range of ideas that will inform the redevelopment of this important 
council owned riverfront precinct.

2. To inform a commercially viable and marketable development that considers a 
range of possibile public and private uses, including retail, residential, artistic, 
cultural, multifunction space, entertainment, commercial, conference and 
recreational facilities.

3. To propose a visionary icon for Parramatta’s riverfront.

4. To present a concept that will contribute to the revitalisation of the  Parramatta 
River between Lennox Bridge and Bernie Banton Bridge .

5. To propose effective and innovative connections with Riverside Theatre (North of 
site) and Parramatta River.

6. Improve connectivity and permeability between the Parramatta CBD and the River 
along the Western side of Church Street.

Aims 



Parramatta CBD Aerial

Site
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Vision
Parramatta is maturing as an innovative and vibrant CBD. This competition is seeking 
visionary ideas to lead Parramatta forward in becoming Sydney’s ‘Ideas City’.

Parramatta City Council is looking to increase innovation in Sydney’s geographical centre. 
By participating in this competion you willl be part of generating Parrramatta’s future vision.

The competition sites are prime locations, sitting on the edge of Parramatta River, with 
views to Parramatta Park, Old Kings School (proposed Arts and Cultural precinct), and the 
historic Lennox Bridge. The sites are adjacent to Parramatta’s famous Eat Street and close 
proximity to multiple transport connections.

Central to Parramatta’s vision is activating the river edges to create a precinct where cafes, 
markets, events and other cultural activities flourish, while also encouraging dining, boutique 
shopping and leisure activities along the waterfront.

It is expected that the ideas generated by the competition will illustrate the potential of the 
competition area and influence the long term strategic plan of Parramatta and this new 
precinct.

Beyond the Competition
By entering this compeition your design will contribute to the future redevelopment of 
this key area.

This competition will allow Council to explore the revitalisation opportunities for the river 
edges and will influence the redevelopment of Council owned land.

Submission from the ‘Ideas on Edge’ competition will generate visionary concepts which 
will lead Parramatta’s vision forward.

At the conclusion of the the Ideas Competition, Expressions of Interest will be invited for 
the redevelopment of the site. A proposed multifunctional facility may draw upon multiple 
ideas submitted in the competition.



CEO Roadshow Presentation
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Parramasala Festival of South Asian Arts, Parramatta 2010



7

Awards

This competition is open to everyone,  (excludes Parramatta City 
Council employees and Councillors).

A total prize pool of $70,000 is available in the following categories:

Design     $50,000
For the best overall presentation of a 
coherent and potentially deliverable concept

Arts       $10,000
For the best artistic response 

Commendation    $5,000
Awarded at the Jury’s discretion

Student       $5,000
For the best Student Entry
(Student is defined as aged 25 years or under on the 
day of lodgement and undertaking tertiary studies)

The jury will have absolute discretion in assessing the submissions. No evaluation
criteria are specified, however the jury may have regard to some or all of the following 
aspects:

•	 Viability 
•	 Innovation 
•	 Iconic 
•	 Sustainable 
•	 Activation
•	 Integration 
•	 Future Vision
•	 Creativity 

   

Assessment 
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Parramatta in Context 

Sydney is the thriving Capital of NSW, located on the eastern sea board of 
Australia. Parramatta and Sydney are twin CBDs.  Founded in 1788 when 
the first settlers came to Australia, Parramatta is the sixth largest CBD in 
Australia and is at the geographical centre of Sydney, located 23 Km west of 
the Sydney CBD.

Parramatta is at the centre of  the fastest-growing region in the nation. 
Today, more than 20 percent of Australia’s top 500 companies have a strong 
presence in Parramatta city, including companies such as General Electric, 
Deloittes and Westfields. Every year there are 140,000 visitors to Riverside 
Theatres and 28 million visitors to Westfield’s Parramatta, the second busiest 
building in Sydney. 

Currently Parramatta’s population is 152,000  and is expected to reach 
190,000 by 2026. Parramatta City Council is focused on growing this vibrant 
and dynamic city. 
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Sydney’s two primary CBDs
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Parramatta’s Economy and Workforce
Key indicators of Parramatta’s flourishing growth can be observed in its economic 
output which is currently over $14.2 billion, growing employment numbers, and 
the expansion of commercial floor space. The City’s 86,000 strong workforce is 
projected to grow by 30,000 over the next 25 years across a range of industry 
sectors. Parramatta Station is the fourth busiest station in the Sydney rail network 
with 24% of its workforce using this mode of transport.

Parramatta City has developed a sophisticated commercial office market. The 
city centre, with nearly 650,000 square metres of office space, is the third largest 
suburban office market in Australia. Since 2000, the city’s commercial office stock 
has grown by around 18 percent which is comparable with the Sydney CBD and 
outstrips other major commercial office markets such as Chatswood and North 
Sydney.

Parramatta’s status as Sydney’s twin CBD, together with infrastructure 
improvements and government commitments to invest and relocate to Parramatta 
has spurred private sector investment. Today, major corporate presence in the city 
includes Capital Finance, AGC, Suncorp, Colonial First State, Sydney Water, Telstra 
and the NRMA. As a result of this investment, commercial office space in Parramatta 
City recorded an increase of 65 percent since 1990.

The rejuvination of Parramatta City has already begun with the Civic Place 
Project being undertaken by Council and Grocon. The Civic Place project involves 
redevelopment of a 3 hectare inner city block of Council-owned and private 
properties into a stylish $1.4 billion gateway for Parramatta City adjacent to 
Parramatta Station. 

Ultimately Civic Place will deliver a City Centre which is a more attractive, 
dynamic and creative place in which to live and work.  At its heart will be a new 
library, council chambers, council office and exhibition space, providing a friendly, 
interactive gateway to the other Council services located adjacent to the new 
Parramatta Transport Interchange. It will also include Piazza style public spaces, an 
independent cinema, sophisticated shopping, restaurants and entertainment that 
will create a social hub, which operates night and day.



Site
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Parramatta CBD and its Predominant Land Uses



Print preview: Parramapper2

http://pccgisapps/ParraMapper2/[15/03/2011 3:25:17 PM]

Parramatta City Council
Approx.
1:7500

DISCLAIMER:While every effort has been made to ensure the correctness of the information on this map at the time of its production, Parramatta City Council  does not warrant the information or plans do not contain errors and the Council  shall be in no
way liable for any loss, damage or injury as a result of any such errors.
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2. Site in Context

Civic
 Place

Parramatta
 CBD

Old Kings
 School

Parramatta 
Stadium

Parramatta
River

Parramatta
Park



Parramatta City Council
Approx. 
1:1500

DISCLAIMER:While every effort has been made to ensure the correctness of the information on this map at the 
time of its production, Parramatta City Council does not warrant the information or plans do not contain errors 
and the Council shall be in no way liable for any loss, damage or injury as a result of any such errors.

Page 1 of 1Print preview: Parramapper2

5/01/2011http://pccgisapps/ParraMapper2/
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The Competition Site

Lennox Street Carpark

RiversideTheatres & 
Carpark

Total site area:  2.2 Ha (approximate)

The site comprises of :

1. 12-14 Phillip Street, Lennox Street Car Park  
( 6048 sqm)

2. Riverside Theatres ( 7351 sqm)

3. Parrammata River and Marsden Street weir 
(8533 sqm )

Aerial View 2 
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Parramatta City Council
Approx. 
1:2000DISCLAIMER:While every effort has been made to ensure the correctness of the information on this map at the time of its production, Parramatta City Council does not warrant the information or plans do not contain errors and the Council shall be in no way

liable for any loss, damage or injury as a result of any such errors.

Page 1 of 1Print preview: Parramapper2

1/03/2011http://pccgisapps/ParraMapper2/
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Topographic
1:2000@A3
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Views

Map 3
Views
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Views

A View West from Lennox Carpark to Bernie Banton bridge

B, C, D View North from Lennox Carpark toRiverside Theatre

E, F View West from Lennox Bridge to Bernie Banton Bridge

G , H View South from Riverside Theatre to Lennox Carpark

I View East from Bernie Banton Bridge to Lennox Bridge

J ,K,View North East from Bernie Banton Bridge to Riverside 
Theatre

L View  North East from Bernie Banton Bridge to Lennox 
Bridge and Sebel

M View South East from Bernie Banton Bridge to Lennox 
Bridge Carpark

A B C D

E F G H

J K L M

I

Views
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3. Competition Conditions

Timetable
17 March  2011  Competition Opens
 
11 May 2011  Competition Closes

June 2011  Winners Announced

Submissions must be lodged at Parramatta City Council no later than 12.00pm noon 11 May 
2011. It is the sole reponsibility of the entrant to ensure delivery occurs by closing time.

In person or courier to the attention of Scott Gregg: 
Parramatta City Council Administration Building,
Ground Floor, 30 Darcy Street, Parramatta

Mail: PO Box 32 Parramatta NSW 2124
Language
All documents to be submitted in English .

Eligibility
The competition is open to everyone. *

Entrants may either make a submission individually or as a team.

Any team submitting an entry must identify one representative team 
leader.

Student must be undertaking Tertiary studies on the day of submission 
and aged 25 years and under.

* Excludes Parramatta City Council employees and Councillors
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Presentation Sheet
All entries must be limited to:

•	 1 x A1 board (Portait or Landscape) 

•	 Minimum Font 14

All entries must be submitted without any name, business, logo or identification 
marks on the A1 board. 

To submit : Double wrap in plain paper to ensure anonymity during the juging stage.
Layer 2 will be removed once identification has been confirmed prior to delivery to 
the judges.

Layer 1 : No entrant identification
Layer 2: Parramatta City Council’s address and entrant identification with 
Registration Form enclosed.

Entry Material and Lodgement

A1
594 x 841

A1
841 x 594

Address:
Parramatta City Council
30 Darcy Street
Parramatta NSW 2150

Contact: Lucinda Mander-Jones
Email: lmander-jones@parracity.nsw.gov.au

Ph: 9806 5249 

Process: 
Submissions will be numbered and entrant identification consealed from Jury until 
after judging.

No entrant shall disclose, exhibit or publish their submitted entry in any form or 
in any forum until the completion of the competition and announcement of the 
winners. Any such disclosure may result in disqualification.
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All information and material comprising an entry will become the property of Parramatta 
City Council upon delivery.

For a team entry, one of the team members must be nominated as the entrant in the 
Registration Form.  

By submitting an entry to this competition, an entrant:

•	 agrees to be bound by the these competition terms;

•	 confirms to Council that their entry is an original work which they(or their team) have 
devised and produced;

•	 warrants to Council that the entry does not infringe the intellectual property rights or 
moral rights of any person;

•	 grants to Council a perpetual, worldwide, royalty free, non-exclusive licence 
(including a right to sublicence) to use, reproduce, adapt, modify or publicise the 
entry or any part of the entry (including all information and material comprising the 
entry and all intellectual property rights associated with the entry);

Copyright and Intellectual Property 

•	 acknowledges that Council may itself or authorise other persons to use, reproduce, 
adapt, modify or publicise the entry or any part of the entry (including all information 
and material comprising the entry and all intellectual property rights associated 
with the entry) in the design of a redevelopment of the site and any subsequent 
development of the site;

•	 agrees to do nothing that prevents or hinders Council from using, reproducing, 
adapting, modifying or publicising the entry or any part of the entry (including all 
information and material comprising the entry and all intellectual property rights 
associated with the entry) in connection with the design of a development of the site 
and any subsequent development of the site;

•	 acknowledges that Council may or may not use any aspect of any awarded or 
unawarded entry.
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4. Registration Form   

* Name or Team Leader: Title    First Name     Last Name

Email :

Telephone:

Which category are you registering for?

Student area of study (nominate tertiary course)

Signature:             Date:

By sigining this registration form i agree to the terms of this competition .

* A list of team members may be attached to this form.

StudentDesign/Art

Privacy Disclaimer

All data collected will be only be used for the purpose of the Ideas on Edge Competition, unless specified. The information collected will to be used to contact winners and competitors about relevant Ideas on Edge Competition information. 

www.parracity.nsw.gov.au/blogspace/ideas-on-edge/



Urban Design
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Natural Setting and Heritage
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Parks and Natural Resources
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The Ideas Precinct Site is a key element in the River 
Revitalisation Strategy. The strategy will be implemented by a 
combination of Local and State Government initiatives working 
in conjunction with the private sector.

1. Proposed Riverbank Public Square

2. Meriton Residential Development

3. Proposed portals through Lennox Bridge

4. Future Arts and Culture precinct by the State Government

5. Future redevelopment site, part of the Justice precinct

6. Riverbank walk and arts interpretation to both sides of River

 Ideas Precinct

 Future Development Site

 Main Streets

 Rivebank Walk

 Existing and Proposed Public Square

 Parkland

River Revitalisation Context
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Riverbank Flooding
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Recent and Future Developments in Parramatta

 Sydney Water Headquaters

1 Smith Street, Parramatta

Architect: Bates Smart

Developers: Brookfield Mulitplex

Meriton Residential Development

333 Church Street Parramatta

Architect : Tony Caro

Developers: Meriton

New Commerical Development

60 Station Street Parramatta

Architect : Fitzpatrick + Partners

Develops: Leighton Properties

Civic Place Development

Civic Place, Parramatta

Architect : Hassell

Developers: Grocon




