Announcement of a competition
This competition is governed by: Directive 2004/18/EC
I. Occasion and purpose of the competition, description of its objectives and tasks
Petriplatz is generally regarded to be the place in which the city of Berlin has its origins.  It is a religious space through and through.  The archeological excavations that have been pursued here enable us to directly experience the history of this central urban site, which is laden with symbolic meaning.  The foundations of three churches of St. Peter have been unearthed, providing us with insights into times long past.  The site, at precisely the location at which the partnership between the church and the city emerged over 800 years ago, requires a special approach.  The archeological finds must be preserved as the square is transformed, and they must be connected in a meaningful way to any building that is constructed here.  The site’s aura as a place of origin should remain intact so that visitors can experience it, and the new should build on the old.  The intention is to restore the symbolic importance of Petriplatz, by updating history as it were, as a traditional locus of interplay between religious and civic life, by creating a structure with a purpose oriented by the future, while taking into account the changed circumstances of our time in an increasingly multi-religious city. 

A new structure is to be built, a House of Prayer and Learning, open to all, in which Jews, Muslims, and Christians will worship publicly.  They will get to know one another and include the city's secular majority in dialogue and discourse.  It will be a house of worship and at the same time a center of interdisciplinary teaching and study about the religions, their history, and their current role in Berlin and in Germany as a whole.  Thus, a House of Prayer and Learning will be created that will accommodate in physical space the growing need for cooperation and togetherness among people of different religious backgrounds and world views that we already see in social and intellectual realms.
In October of 2011, the association Bet- und Lehrhaus Petriplatz e.V. was founded as the institutional sponsor for the project.  Not least among its purposes was to formalize a decision-making process among the three religious communities based on a principle of parity.
Currently, the following Usage Scenarios are envisioned:
- Weekly worship services by the three religions;

- Celebrations of the high holidays of each religion over the course of the year;

- Memorial celebrations or events held by the religions in partnership with the city;

- Pedagogy in sacred architecture by the three religions;

- Teaching and scholarship activities that cut across the entire spectrum of traditional houses of learning or religious education centers.  

The total usable area is 1,191 m2.

The foundation walls of the Church of St. Peter, on which the new House of Prayer and Learning will rest, are made of brick.  Beginning in the 13th century, brick replaced wood and fieldstones as the customary building material for church construction in northern Germany.  Thus an architectural tradition arose in the 13th century that never abated and which continues to influence the architecture of the region today.
Therefore, it is recommended to design and build this project using the techniques of brick construction.  However, the design may employ additional materials and make use of all the techniques deployed throughout the history of building with brick (plaster, glazed or exposed brick).
II. Sponsor
1.) Name, addresses and contacts
Bet- und Lehrhaus Petriplatz e.V.

c / o  Evang. Kirchengemeinde St. Petri – St. Marien

Waisenstr. 28

10179 Berlin

Coordination and implementation:

Jordi-Keller Architekten

Tegeler Weg 2, 10589 Berlin


Tel: +49 30 344 26 38

Fax: +49 30 349 02 004

Internet platform (download area for application forms):

Website: www.bet-lehrhaus-berlin.de

Email: info@bet-lehrhaus-berlin.de
For further information and additional documents, please access the internet platform.

2.) The competition has been registered under the number AKB-2012-07.

III. Purpose and format of the competition
The purpose of the competition is to obtain designs for a House of Prayer and Learning to be constructed at Petriplatz in Berlin-Mitte to accommodate a peaceful co-existence and partnership of Judaism, Islam, and Christianity in the heart of Berlin.
This is a limited, one-stage, anonymous competition conducted according to the Guidelines for Planning Competitions (Richtlinien für Planungswettbewerbe - RPW) preceded by an applications process and pre-selected participants.
IV. Participants, language of the competition
The competition is open to participants from all over the world.  The language of the competition is German.

V. Participation eligibility 
All architects or groups of architects that have earned the credential of "Architect" in their respective country of origin are eligible to participate.  Each architect or group of architects counts as one participant.  Once the competition has begun, participants may not form working groups with one another or with third parties.  All members of a working group must meet the eligibility requirements.

The names of all architects or members of the groups of architects, as well as of all employees and any experts or engineers consulted are to be provided in the declaration of authorship.
Architects that meet the eligibility requirements listed above may apply to participate in the competition.  The application process will be publicly announced on the date of publication for the present competition.
VI. Contents of the application
The application must include:

•  A project, realized or unrealized, that gives expression to the dignity and spirituality of a space, if possible in a perspective drawing.

•  At least one realized detail (photograph) that reflects the complexity of the architectural task . Applicants should select a detail that demonstrates at least one of the following principles:

a) The linkage of old and new, or of archaeology and a new building; 

b) A sacred building or sacred object (can include furniture);

c) An architecturally and artistically pleasing juxtaposition or combination of materials.

VII. Application documents
The work groups that have not been invited to participate are to submit the following:

1. The work samples listed above; both should be depicted on one A4 page in portrait orientation (29.7cm tall, 21cm wide), as a PDF with a maximum size of 1.5 MB.

2. Completed application form (as an Excel spreadsheet) (the Excel file is available for download in the “Downloads” section).

Note: No requirements need be met regarding the size of an applicant's firm or revenues, etc..

Applications may be submitted exclusively in digital form via email to the following address:

Bet- und Lehrhaus Petriplatz. e.V

c/o Evang. Kirchengemeinde St. Petri – St. Marien

Waisenstr. 28

10179 Berlin

Email: info@bet-lehrhaus-berlin.de

Applicants will receive a confirmation email once all application materials have been received.

VIII. Participants already selected
1. Paul Böhm, Cologne
2. Mario Botta, Mendrisio

3. Eckert-Negwer-Suselbeek, Berlin

4. Golan & Zareh, Architekten, Berlin

5. Alen Jasarevic, Augsburg

6. Schultes-Frank Architekten, Berlin

7. Miroslav Sik, Zurich

8. Joseph Smolenicky (Smolenicky & Partner), Zurich

9. Francesco Venezia, Naples
10. Wandel Hoefer Lorch, Saarbrücken

IX. Prizes, selection committee and jury
1.) Prizes
The Sponsor will distribute a total of € 31,000 plus VAT in prize money and for the acquisition of designs.  The money will be distributed as follows:
1st Prize  
€ 11,000

2nd Prize  
€  7,000 

3rd Prize  
€  5,000 

4th Prize  
€  4,000

2 Acquisitions at € 2,000  
€  4,000

The jury reserves the right to distribute these funds differently if it reaches a unanimous decision to do so.
2.) Selection Committee
Community Advisors:

• Kadir Sanci, BLP e.V./Imam FID e.V.

• Roland Stolte, BLP e.V./Ev. Kirchengem. St. Petri/St.Marien

• Maya Zehden, BLP e.V./ Jewish community Berlin
Architectural Advisors:

• Dr.-Ing. Annette Homann, Architect, Berlin

• Prof. Petra Kahlfeldt, Architect, Berlin

3.) Jury
Community Jurors:

• Rabbi Dr. Tovia Ben Chorin, BLP e.V., Abraham Geiger Kolleg

• Pastor Gregor Hohberg, BLP e.V., Chairman / Ev. KG. St. Petri-St. Marien

• Ercan Karakoyun, BLP e.V., Chairman FID e.V.

• André Schmitz, State Secretary for Culture Berlin/Chairman of the Board of Trustees BLP e.V.

• Dr. Christian Hanke, District Mayor of Berlin-Mitte (Bezirksbürgermeister von Mitte)

• Rabbi Drs. Edward van Voolen, Member of the Board of Directors of the Abraham Geiger Kolleg

• Karl Schlamminger, Munich

Expert Jurors:

• Prof. Johannes Geisenhof, HS-Coburg 

• Prof. Hans Kollhoff, ETH-Zürich

• Regula Lüscher, Director of Urban Development for the Senate of Berlin (Senatsbaudirektorin) 

• Prof. Silvia Malcovati, Politecnico di Torino 

• Prof. Fritz Neumeyer, Technical University of Berlin

• Dr. Alexander Pellnitz, Institut für Stadtbaukunst, Technical University of Dortmund

• Prof. Jórunn Ragnarsdóttir, Jórunn, Kunstakademie Düsseldorf

• Stefan Schütz, Gerkan, Marg & Partner, Berlin

X. Deadline for submissions, identification of entries and address for submissions
1. Deadline for submissions
August 14th, 2012 
Competition entries must be delivered by 4:00 P.M.
(drawings, texts, calculations, model)

2. The entries must be marked by the phrase “Bet- und Lehrhaus Petriplatz”
3. Address:

Bet- und Lehrhaus Petriplatz e.V.

c / o Evang. Kirchengemeinde St. Petri – St. Marien

Attn.: Marion Kirsch or Ulla Albrecht-Krass
Waisenstr. 28

10179 Berlin

XI. Deadlines:

May 2nd, 2012 
Deadline for submitting application materials
May 10th, 2012
Selection of 20 to 30 participants through a competitive process, and, if necessary, by a subsequent lottery.  Notification of the firms selected.
May 17th, 2012 
Competition documents sent to participants
June 8th, 2012 
Questions and answers about the competition will be accepted via the internet platform
June 15th, 2012 
Colloquium at which questions and answers will be discussed, includes a site visit.
June 26th, 2012 
The protocol of the colloquium details the oral and written questions and answers.
August 14th, 2012 
Submission (date on which designs must be received)

September 6th, 2012
Jury session
XII. Required submissions
1. Inventory of submitted documents
2. Plans and illustrations on DIN A0 paper, portrait orientation (according to the layout guidelines):
• Site map at a scale of 1:1000

• All floor plans at a scale of 1:200

• Longitudinal or latitudinal cross-section at a scale of 1:200

• At least two views at a scale of 1:200

• Foundation detail of the connection to the building at a scale of 1:20

3. Perspective drawings:
• 2 Exterior perspective drawings (from locations noted in the plan guidelines)
• 2 Interior perspective drawings: A perspective drawing of the Central Space/Area and a perspective drawing (from a location selected by the participant) of one of the sacred spaces.
4. Explanatory report
5. Massing model at a scale of 1:200

6. Declaration of authorship
7. One copy of the entire set of plans and illustrations, scaled down to fit on a DIN A3 sheet of paper, with scale marked.
8. CD-ROM with all plans and illustrations, texts, and tables in digital form
9. Identification code
Every component or document of a competition entry (plans, texts, model, tables, etc.) must be clearly marked in the upper right-hand corner with a legible six-digit identification code in Arabic numerals in random order.
XIII. Binding requirements made by the sponsor
Any destruction of the archeological discoveries is not permitted (see Framework Plan)
XIV. Evaluation criteria
• Special considerations of religious architecture

• Integration into the urban context

• Equal importance given to the three religions

• Integration of the archeological finds

• Functionality and suitability for the intended uses

• Technical feasibility

• Economic feasibility

XV. Competition terms
The Berlin Chamber of Architects (Architektenkammer Berlin) is assisting with the preparation and implementation of the competition in an advisory capacity.  The Chamber has examined the competition terms and conditions and determined that they are consistent with the 2008 Guidelines for Planning Competitions (Richtlinien für Planungswettbewerbe - RPW 2008).  The special regulations regarding public-sector contractors (RPW 2008, Section 9) do not apply in this case.  The competition is registered under the number AKB-2012-07.

Through their participation, all participants, members of the jury, deputy members of the jury, expert assessors, preliminary examiners, and guests acknowledge and consent to the Guidelines for Planning Competitions (RPW) and the terms and conditions of the competition.
XVI. Nature, scope and general terms of the planned commission of works
Unless important reasons prevent it from doing so, the Sponsor will commission further works from the first prize winner, taking account of the jury’s recommendations, within the scope of Phases 2 through 5 pursuant to the Schedule of Services and Fees for Architects and Engineers (Honorarordnung für Architekten und Ingenieure - HOAI).  First, the Sponsor will commission Phase 2 in full, on the basis of which the funds for completing the building will be raised.  As soon as the funding has been secured, the winner of the first prize will be commissioned to complete the subsequent work phases pursuant to Section 33 of the HOAI, Phases 3+4, as well as with work (at least partially) making up HOAI Phase 5.  The Sponsor reserves the right to commission the work in stages.

 

If contract negotiations with the first-prize winner are not successful, then the Sponsor will commission one or more of the other prize winners with design and planning work, contingent upon the availability of funding. 

The Sponsor reserves the right to commission different specialists than those named in the declaration of authorship should it commission architectural services from a participant.
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